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§622.190

opening equal to or larger than the in-
terior end of the trap’s throat (funnel).
The hinges and fasteners of each panel
or door must be made of one of the fol-
lowing degradable materials:

(A) Ungalvanized or uncoated iron
wire with a diameter not exceeding
0.041 inches (1.0 mm), that is, 19 gauge
wire.

(B) Galvanic timed-release mecha-
nisms with a letter grade designation
(degradability index) no higher than J.

(ii) An unobstructed escape vent
opening on at least two opposite
vertical sides, excluding top and bot-
tom. The minimum dimensions of an
escape vent opening (based on inside
measurement) are:

(A) 1% by 5% inches (2.9 by 14.6 cm)
for a rectangular vent.

(B) 1.75 by 1.75 inches (4.5 by 4.5 cm)
for a square vent.

(C) 2.0-inch (5.1-cm) diameter for a
round vent.

(2) [Reserved]

(d) Construction requirements and mesh
sizes. (1) A sea bass pot used or pos-
sessed in the South Atlantic EEZ must
have mesh sizes as follows (based on
centerline measurements between op-
posite, ©parallel wires or netting
strands):

(i) For sides of the pot other than the
back panel:

(A) Hexagonal mesh (chicken wire)—
at least 1.5 inches (3.8 cm) between the
wrapped sides;

(B) Square mesh—at least 1.5 inches
(3.8 cm) between sides; or

(C) Rectangular mesh—at least 1 inch
(2.5 cm) between the longer sides and 2
inches (6.1 cm) between the shorter
sides.

(ii) For the entire back panel, i.e., the
side of the pot opposite the side that
contains the pot entrance, mesh that is
at least 2 inches (5.1 cm) between sides.

(2) [Reserved]

(e) Requirements for pot removal. (1) A
sea bass pot must be removed from the
water in the South Atlantic EEZ and
the vessel must be returned to a dock,
berth, beach, seawall, or ramp at the
conclusion of each trip. Sea bass pots
may remain on the vessel at the con-
clusion of each trip.

(2) A sea bass pot must be removed
from the water in the South Atlantic
EEZ when the applicable quota speci-
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fied in §622.190(a)(5) is reached. After a
closure is in effect, a black sea bass
may not be retained by a vessel that
has a sea bass pot on board.

(f) Restriction on number of pots. A ves-
sel that has on board a valid Federal
commercial permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper and a South Atlantic
black sea bass pot endorsement that
fishes in the South Atlantic EEZ on a
trip with black sea bass pots, may pos-
sess only 35 black sea bass pots per ves-
sel per permit year. Each black sea
bass pot in the water or onboard a ves-
sel in the South Atlantic EEZ, must
have a valid identification tag at-
tached. Endorsement holders must
apply for new tags each permit year
through NMF'S to replace tags from the
previous year.

§622.190 Quotas.

See §622.8 for general provisions re-
garding quota applicability and closure
and reopening procedures. This section
provides quotas and specific quota clo-
sure restrictions for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper.

(a) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish. The quotas apply to
persons who are not subject to the bag
limits. (See §622.11 for applicability of
the bag limits.) The quotas are in gut-
ted weight, that is eviscerated but oth-
erwise whole, except for the quotas in
paragraphs (a)(4), (a)(5), and (a)(6) of
this section which are in both gutted
weight and round weight.

1) Snowy grouper—82,900 1b (37,603
kg).

(2) Golden tilefish. (i) Longline and
hook-and-line components combined—
541,295 1b (245,527 kg).

(i1) Hook-and-line component—135,324
1b (61,382 kg).

(iii) Longline component—405,971 1b
(184,145 kg).

(3) Greater amberjack—769,388 1b
(348,989 kg).

(4) Vermilion snapper. (i) For the pe-
riod January through June each year.

(A) For the 2013 fishing year—420,252
1b (190,623 kg), gutted weight; 466,480 1b
(211,592 kg), round weight.

(B) For the 2014 fishing year—401,874
1b (182,287 kg), gutted weight; 446,080 1b
(202,338 kg), round weight.
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(C) For the 2015 fishing year—394,829
1b (179,091 kg), gutted weight; 438,260 1b
(198,791 kg), round weight.

(D) For the 2016 and subsequent fish-
ing years—388,703 1b (176,313 kg), gutted
weight; 431,460 1b (195,707 kg), round
weight.

(ii) For the period July through De-
cember each year.

(A) For the 2013 fishing year—420,252
1b (190,623 kg), gutted weight; 466,480 1b
(211,592 kg), round weight.

(B) For the 2014 fishing year—401,874
1b (182,287 kg), gutted weight; 446,080 1b
(202,338 kg), round weight.

(C) For the 2015 fishing year—394,829
1b (179,091 kg), gutted weight; 438,260 1b
(198,791 kg), round weight.

(D) For the 2016 and subsequent fish-
ing years—388,703 1b (176,313 kg), gutted
weight; 431,460 1b (195,707 kg), round
weight.

(iii) Any unused portion of the quota
specified in paragraph (a)(4)(i) of this
section will be added to the quota spec-
ified in paragraph (a)(4)(ii) of this sec-
tion. Any unused portion of the quota
specified in paragraph (a)(4)(ii) of this
section, including any addition of
quota specified in paragraph (a)(4)(i) of
this section that was unused, will be-
come void and will not be added to any
subsequent quota.

(6) Black sea bass. (i) For the 2013-
2014, 2014-2015, and 2015-2016 fishing
years—661,034 1b (299,840 kg), gutted
weight; 780,020 1b (353,811 kg), round
weight.

(ii) For the 2016-2017 fishing year and
subsequent fishing years—640,063 1b
(290,328 kg), gutted weight; 755,274 1b
(342,587 kg), round weight.

(6) Red porgy—(i) For the 2013 fishing

year—147,115 1b (66,730 kg), gutted
weight; 153,000 1b (69,400 kg), round
weight.

(ii) For the 2014 fishing year—148,558
1b (67,385 kg), gutted weight; 154,500 1b
(70,080 kg), round weight.

(iii) For the 2015 and subsequent fish-
ing years—157,692 1b (71,528 kg), gutted
weight; 164,000 1b (74,389 kg), round
weight.

(7 Gag—326,722 1b (148,199 kg).

(b) Wreckfish. The quota for wreckfish
applies to wreckfish shareholders, or
their employees, contractors, or
agents, and is 223,250 1b (101,264 kg),
round weight. See §622.172 for informa-

§622.191
tion on the wreckfish shareholder
under the ITQ system.

(c) Restrictions applicable after a com-
mercial quota closure—(1) South Atlantic
gag, greater amberjack, snowy grouper,
golden tilefish, vermilion snapper, black
sea bass, red porgy, and wreckfish. (i)
The appropriate bag limits specified in
§622.187(b) and the possession limits
specified in §622.187(c) apply to all har-
vest or possession of the applicable spe-
cies in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ, and the sale or purchase of the
applicable species taken from or pos-
sessed in the EEZ is prohibited. The
prohibition on sale/purchase during a
closure for the applicable species does
not apply to fish that were harvested,
landed ashore, and sold prior to the ef-
fective date of the closure and were
held in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor.

(ii) The bag and possession limits for
the applicable species and the prohibi-
tion on sale/purchase apply in the
South Atlantic on board a vessel for
which a valid Federal commercial or
charter vessel/headboat permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has
been issued, without regard to where
such species were harvested, i.e., in
state or Federal waters.

(iii) For gag, when the appropriate
commercial quota is reached, the pro-
visions of paragraphs (¢)(1)(i) and (ii) of
this section apply to gag and all other
SASWG.

(2) [Reserved]

[78 FR 22952, Apr. 17, 2013, as amended at 78
FR 23863 Apr. 23, 2013; 78 FR 47579, Aug. 6,
2013; 78 FR 49195, Aug. 13, 2013]; 78 FR 58253,
Sept. 23, 2013

§622.191 Commercial trip limits.

Commercial trip limits are limits on
the amount of the applicable species
that may be possessed on board or
landed, purchased, or sold from a vessel
per day. A person who fishes in the
EEZ may not combine a trip limit
specified in this section with any trip
or possession limit applicable to state
waters. A species subject to a trip limit
specified in this section taken in the
EEZ may not be transferred at sea, re-
gardless of where such transfer takes
place, and such species may not be
transferred in the EEZ. Commercial
trip limits apply as follows (all weights
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